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Contact: Jim Clark, Missoula superintendent, 728-2400; Rick van den Pol, UM Safe Schools
Program director, 243-6756.
UM TRAINING PROMOTES SAFE SCHOOLS
MISSOULA—
Missoula police officers and area high school students will train side by side this week,
learning conflict resolution skills, building meaningful rapport and enhancing school climate
and safety.
The training will take place at the school administration headquarters Wednesday and
Thursday, Feb. 12-13. It’s supported by a U.S. Department of Justice grant awarded to the
Division of Educational Research and Service at The University of Montana.
“The combination of programs and individuals coming together for the training shows
the commitment our schools, police, the University and students themselves place on
enhancing safety and collaboration,” said Torian Donohoe, associate director of UM ’s Safe
Schools Program.
Law enforcement School Resource Officers from Missoula’s Sentinel, Big Sky and
Hellgate high schools will train alongside students. Although SROs have worked with schools
in the past, new funding now allows them to work full time with students. The training is
designed to build bridges between the two groups, and research has shown that SROs can serve
as mentors, confidants and friends to students, which helps reduce school violence.
The training will be taught by Montana Mediators, an organization that has provided
mediation services to the region’s legal, educational and private sectors since 1993.
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